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REMARKS 


Clarnxsl-aOarependingmtHepresentAppUcation. Claims . ana , o^. 
canceled, Claims 1 . 2. 8-1 5. ..d 17-20 have been amended, and Claims 21 22 bave een 
added, leaving Claims 1, 2. 4-6. and 8-22 Ibr oonaidcratian upon en^ of the present 

Amendment. claims 1 10 13-15, 17.and iScanatleaatbefcundin 

Support for the amendment to Ciamw i, lu, i j w, , 

ihe specification at page 7, lines 12-28. , ^, , - 

• SupportforthcamendmenttoClaim2canatlea9tbefbundmClaim3. 

Claims 8 and 9 have been amended to correct the dependency of the claims. 
AdditionaUy,ltisnotedmatClaims8.aswclla3ClaimslU2,andl9havebeen^^^^ 

provide consistency in claiming. 

Support fbr new aalms 21 and 22 can at least be found in the specificauon at page 6, 

Imes 16-28. and in Figure 4 and Hgore 16, respectively. 

The Specificationhasbeen amended to correct certainminor errors, as explained m 
dctailbelow. Nonewmatterhasbeenintroducedbylheseamendm^ts. Reconsideration and 
allowance of the claims are respectMy requeued in view of the above amendments and the 
following remarks. 

drawings stand objected to as allegedly ^ling to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) 
because reference character "24" has been used to designate both outlet 24 (page 6, hne 1 7) 
and end plate 24 (page 15, line 14). 

Applicants have amended the specification on page 1 5, line 14 to remove the reference 
numeral 24 in relation to end plate 24. As such, reference nume^ 24 is shown in the fi^es 
and described in the specification in relation to only the outlet 24. 

Further, AppUcants have reviewed the drawings as r^iuested by tiie Examiner and 
couldfindnoothererrors. Acoordmgly, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the 

objection to the drawings. 
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Sfi^^^^^ , . r ,nri.a«ntedbvfbB Examiner. More particularly, 

AppUcants have corrected tb. ^^aliUc. wtcA by the 


the specification. 


riQiTYi Qhiections. 


^^ectfUly wifttowd of the objecto. to th. Mm. 

tte mve«i<m. lap-rtku.-, to Ex^« «Un=d th« m Clam. 13, ^ 

Applic»t.havc™»l«lClaiml3«mo»ol«..ydcflneApplic«ttotam«d 

,, . V .,,*,«««.d=daBiml3toflitfliorclataamiaim)tect«>a 
mvavnon. mo« p -aa^iM outwadly Som said mat protection 

.lanenl«.nta<=tinga.id shell". Accordingly, Appli«m«« >:«!«««'W 
BMaiincr withdraw thU rqecdon. 

-""^^T-S 10-n. 13-15, and ,7-W «.«lt^.ctcdnnda 35 U.S.C. I Xm)^ 
.Ucedly «ticip...dbyU.S. P«e«No. 3,937,617 to Ya^. AppUcanU reapcCMy 

traverse this rqection. i^«,«,f nf tliP clmm. 

TO ar^ticipate a cfc a refc^e disclose each and every element of the clann. 

Lewmar Marine v. Varientlnc, 3 U.S.P.Q.2d 1766 (Fed. Cir. 1987). 
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eon^ring . «mc.l riiewaB ^tendins ™m»ny 6om » M« ™d of the e-dcoue 
„,emWy.o .^ooldexof th«=.dcone»,»bIy,. »cutl« »d of .he»tooec a««»bly. 
.tarcm the cndc^ne ^«nbly is to the d«n « th. moulder. »4 . rn^ P»^^^ 

.temea«.endingfl»mthe*oulte..».y£tomtosid™a.whordnfl»m«pr„.ec,». 

el«nentoompri«B.ptot™rion«<tendii«outwardlyflxmtb.m«pro«^^ 

oo„B«tae fto *dL RBlh«, Yagaoto i» directed to a catdytio conmter comprising a ftusto- 

c^iod member (12. 14) seeored to a o«tag (U) of «« ctalytie converter. wlie.«n the 

totOH=onicaI memte (U. 14) comprise, an tawadly protnrdtag member or aamdar flane« 

(22 24)tWa»SmnedbybendtogtawardlytheiimertermtadcDdporiioMoftheft».to. 

members (12. 14). (Col. 2. toes 27-46). la other ,«>.d., YagueU « leaat Ms to 
«ach » mat protection ol=m«.t oon^sing a piotroalon extending outwardly ftom the mat 
p„«etlon clement contacting (h. fl«ll. Since YagooH at lesrt ftila to teach a protr»«n 
extending outwardly tarn the mat protection clement mi contacting the shell. Yagucta ftds 
to teach e»ai and evew «lcm«* of AppUcanta independent Claims 1, 10. and 15. 
Accordingly. Applicants' independent Claims 1. 10. and 15 ate not amicipat«l by. and are 
,nowd,le over Yaguchl. Moteova:, dependent claim, fiom an allowibl. independatt 
claim, Claims 2-3. 11, 13-14. and 17-19 are, by definition, also allowable. 

Claims 1-20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. « 102(b), as allegedly antidpatedby U.S. 
PatentNo 4.155.980 to Santtagoct si Applic«>tsreapect£Uly traverse this rqecbon, 
Santiago et al.. similar to Yagachi as discussed above, Ml to teach. i/.ttr ^.a, an 

.„acon.a.semblycomprising»matprotecdon.l=me„tcompd«n8.protn>sta 

.^^a^ySomtomatproteoUonelema^contactingaeshcll. B.«.cr. Santiago ctaL teach 

a catalytic converter «>mpriaing m em«lop mat^ial (e«loone) in com«>t with a seaUng rmg 
(5) compriaing-aradlany inward cross-section «mular reduction or fold9.wh«hhaa an 

i^erdhanetertontheoutaide diameter ofthecatalystbody." (Col. 3. line. 22-30; and 

HgareS). in other wonls, Santiago etal. at least ftil to teach a mat protection dement 

a nrotrusion extending ortwsrdly fiom the ma. protection d«ncnt contactog .he 
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*e... Since S«.tia«o ^ ... ^ M .o te»h . pr»«»o« — s <«^^V 6™ 4= 

«T,ti,.miit«1 hv and are allowable over Santiago et 
indeper«laitClaimsl.l0.aadl5arenDt.mtiapatedby.8n<iarcaii _ „ 

al. Moreover, as dependent claims ftom an allowable independent claun. Claims 2-9. 1 1-U, 
and 16-20 are, by definition, also allowable. 


or obvious over Abthoff ct al. 

It U beUeved lhat Ibe foregoing amendments and remarlcs fully comply with tbe Office 
Action and that the claims herein should now be allowable to AppUcanta. Accordingly, 
reconsideration and aUowance are requested. 

If there are any additional charges with respect to ihis Am^idment or otherwise, 
please charge them to Deposit Account No. 06-1130. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



T.^Charlton 
fegistrationNo. 52,721 


Date: July 30, 2004 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
55 GiifSn Road South 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 
Telephone (860) 286-2929 
Facsimile (860) 286-0115 
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